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Events Calendar 
 15 December, 2017  

Deadline for registration for 45th and 46th Know India Program (KIP. 
Nomination of participants for 45th (29th January - 22 February 2018) and 46th (12th February - 8th March, 
2018) Know India Program with partner States Rajasthan & Madhya Pradesh. 
Program Details: www.kip.gov.in 

 

 17 December 2017 – Durban, South Africa  
Christmas Party for HIV and AIDS orphans; the Christmas story, Christmas Carols, gifts for all the children, 
lunch, treats and food for the holiday season. A personal endeavor by Rita Abraham.  
Venue: Angela Dube’s Orphanage  
Contact: Rita Abraham at email ID: rabraham@mweb.co.za 
 

 27 December 2017 – New York, USA 
New York Senate and Assembly Bill S1587/A632 to require New York public schools to incorporate 
instruction Indian Subcontinent/Indo-Caribbean studies. Sponsored by NYS Senator Avella and NYS 
Assemblyman Miller. Indian Diaspora Council International is a participating organization. 
Contact: Ashook Ramsaran at email ID: AshookRamsaran@gmail.com  
 

 31 December 2017  
Last date for converting PIO Cards into OCI Cards, free of consular fee. Thereafter a fee of US $275.00 
will be charged as for issuance of a fresh OCI Card. 
Contact: Indian Consulate or Embassy  
 

 6-7 January 2017  
Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (RPBD 2018) - Singapore 
The event will mark 25 years of successful partnership between Singapore and India as well as present an 
opportunity for both nations forge stronger ties. 
Contact: http://www.pbd-india.com/2018/singapore  
 

 4 March 2018 – New York, USA  
IDC International in collaboration with USA, Canada, UK and Caribbean organizations 
Cheddi Jagan Centennial Commemoration 2018: A centennial tribute to the late Dr. Cheddi B. Jagan, 
commemorating his life, legacy and influence on the people of Guyana, the Caribbean and globally. 
10:00am: Conference & Interactive Dialogue 
6:00pm: Gala Dinner & Recognition of PIO Stalwarts 
Venue: York College, City University of New York 
Contact: Ashook Ramsaran at email ID: ashookramsaran@gmail.com  
 

 17-20 March 2018 – Durban, South Africa  
IDC International in collaboration with IDC affiliates and chapters worldwide: 
Indian Diaspora World Convention 2018  
Venue: Durban, South Africa 
Contact: Indian Diaspora Council at email ID: Info@IndianDiasporaCouncil.org   
 

 22 March 2018 – University of Guyana, Turkeyen, Guyana  
IDC collaboration on Commemoration of the centennial of the birth of late President Cheddi Jagan, 
Venue: University of Guyana, Turkeyen, Guyana 
 

 19-23 June 2018 – Paramaribo, Suriname  
Conference on Slavery, Indentured Labour, Migration, Diaspora and Identity Formation 
Organized by Anton de Kom University of Suriname, supported by National Archives Suriname (NAS), the 
Directorate of Culture and others  
Venue: University of Suriname, Paramaribo, Suriname 
Contact: Prof.. Maurits S. Hassankhan at E-mail: mauritshassan@yahoo.com 
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Indian Diaspora Mourns the Passing of Ramesh D. Kalicharran 
 

charitable and community causes. Ramesh D. Kalicharran was an 
active member of IDC and recognized for his exemplary contributions to his community and the promotion of Indian 
culture and heritage. He was an icon among Indo-Caribbean people with a long lasting legacy of selfless service. He will 
be greatly missed”.  
 

Kali was born on April 7, 1949 in Guyana. He is the eldest of eleven children born to Ramdayal and Mangani 
Kalicharran, second generation Indians of Guyana who trace their roots to the state of Uttar Pradesh in India. Though of 
Indian origin, Kali sees himself beyond such limits as he continuously and relentlessly to promote the welfare of his Indo-
Caribbean community, as well as others.  
 

Kali has excelled in every field of endeavour since his boyhood days in Guyana when he served as an outstanding role 
model for our youth. He excelled academically, and in extra-curricular activities since his teenage days. Kali emigrated to 
the United States in 1970. Kali and Judy were married in 1974 and they have three talented children and 2 
grandchildren.    
 

Kali entered the real estate business, started a driving school and then launched an innovative concept, the Kali Bharat 
Yatra Tours (KBY) for people of Indian origin to discover and re-connection with their roots in India. Kali was owner and 
president of the Kali Group Kali of Companies. Throughout it all, he contributed substantially to community and 
humanitarian causes.  
 

Ramesh D. Kalicharran, popularly known as Kali, is an extraordinary community leader who led by example. In 
recognition of his tremendous contribution to the Guyana diaspora, he has received several citations and awards Asian-
Indian, the Indo-Caribbean, and Other Ethnic American communities in New York. Kali is a proud ambassador for 
Guyana in particular, and the Caribbean, in general. 
 

A citation to Ramesh Kalicharran from Queens Borough President best encapsulates his achievements." As an 
outstanding business and civic leader of the Guyanese community in Queens, you have generously given time, talent, 
and resources toward the betterment of your community and the preservation of its cultural heritage. I, President 
Shulman, wish to express my sincere gratitude for your valuable contribution to the cultural richness and vitality of our 
borough".  
 

Contact: Ashook Ramsaran, President 
Indian Diaspora Council International   AshookRamsaran@gmail.com    Mobile (USA) +1 917 519 5783 
 
 
 

 

 

The Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC) joins in 
solidarity with organizations, institutions, agencies, and 
individuals in USA, Guyana and other countries in mourning 
the passing of renowned community advocate, businessman 
and philanthropist Ramesh Dalchand Kalicharranj who passed 
away on Sunday, December 3, 2017 in New York. We express 
deepest sympathies and condolences to his surviving spouse 
Judy, his children Jagdesh, Nadesh and Romanee, his 
grandchildren, his siblings, extended family, friends and 
associates.  
 

IDC statement: “Ramesh Kalicharran was an outstanding 
community stalwart. He was a prominent and well recognized 
cornerstone of the community, having pioneered several 
programs and events which promoted the interests of Indo-
Caribbean people in New York and the Caribbean. He is widely 
recognized for his advocacy, philanthropy and exemplary 
contributions to 
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Tribute to Ramesh D. Kalicharran by IDC President, Ashook Ramsaran – Dec 5, 2017 

 
Good evening, everyone. 
 
This is not an easy thing for me to do as we have lost a dear soul amongst us in a shocking and very untimely way. Our 
sincere sympathies to you especially Judy and the children, grandchildren and family members.  
 
We have lost a dear friend - a husband, father and brother. His family included the community which he embraced whole 
heartedly. This is an untimely and heart wrenching loss for all of us. 
 
Ramesh D. Kalicharan, known to everyone as Kali, is known for his exemplary pioneering community service to 
immigrant communities in New York and for his relentless and selfless service in promotion  
and preservation of Indian culture globally.  
 
An outstanding community stalwart and humanitarian at heart and in practice – giving and helpful, yet humble. He lived 
by example, an outstanding example and a mentor to many, including myself. 
 
He was an ardent advocate, cultural activist and promoter, business entrepreneur. He was a prominent and well 
recognized cornerstone of the community, having pioneered several programs which promoted interests of Indo-
Caribbean people in New York and the Caribbean.  
 
Kali loved taking, displaying and preserving photos, advertising on in the magazines and newspapers, a reservoir of 
knowledge, information, photos, books, magazines, videos, songs. He loved participating in parade floats in New York 
City, Queens and Long Island. He was very creative in putting together posters, flyers, logos and collages – the ultimate 
“Cut and paste” long before the advent of computers. 
 
He is widely recognized with several awards as acknowledgement of his commitment and community service. He was 
an active member of several community organizations and well recognized for his exemplary contributions to his 
community and the promotion of Indian culture and heritage.  
 
As an outstanding business and civic leader of the Guyanese community in Queens, he generously gave time, talent 
and resources toward the betterment of his community and the preservation of its cultural heritage. He was an icon 
among Indo-Caribbean people with a long lasting legacy of selfless service. Sincere gratitude for his valuable 
contribution to the cultural  
 
I have already started the process of renaming a portion of 169th Street as “Kali Avenue”. It is a fitting and well deserved 
tribute to Kali, his ideals and his legacy.  
 
His humility and extra-ordinary contributions transcend time and place, and made him one of the most admirable 
philanthropists among Indo-Caribbean people in New York and the Caribbean.  
 
An untimely passing but a lasting legacy of selfless service and goodwill. 
 
Best wishes to Judy and the children and grandchildren and other members of Kali’s family as you cope with this 
tremendous loss. 
 
Rest in Peace, my dear Brother Kali. 
 
I have the honor and privilege of introducing New York State Assemblyman David Weprin, a neighbour and dear friend 
of the Caribbean community, who wants to make some special remarks and present a special posthumous tribute 
proclamation to Judy and Kali’s family.  
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New York State Tribute Proclamation Delivered by NYS Assembly Member David Weprin 
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Matters of Interest to Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) from Francophone Territories 
The Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC) presented to H.E Amb. Vinay Mohan Kwatra, India’s Ambassador to 
France, on 16th October 2017 a “Memorandum of Matters of Interest to Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) from 
Francophone Territories” containing a synopsis of the major issues of interest to persons of Indian origin (PIOs) in 
Francophone territories who comprise a significant percentage in the Indian Diaspora.  
 

Presenting the memorandum were: Mr. Deo Gosine, President of IDC Trinidad & Tobago; Prof. Francis Ponaman, 
President IDC Francophone Countries; Dr. Jean Regis Ramsamy, President of Reunion Island; Ms. Rita Abraham, Chair 
of Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum.  
 

The memorandum was developed from input, suggestions and recommendations from multiple sources, including 
community organizations, scholars, individual and IDC affiliates in several countries. It is also based on IDC’s extensive 
knowledge and experience, as well as interest within IDC and active engagement with other groups in the worldwide 
Indian community.  
 

Some of the critical issues pertinent to PIOs from Francophone Territories and suggestions include:  
 

 Easier accessibility to OCI cards by persons of Indian origin (PIOs) in Francophone Territories who are presently 
being denied due to lack of original English or French immigration documentation from India to prove direct links 
to India. IDC proposes acceptance of alternate authenticated documentation as being applied to Mauritius. 
Refer to attached information in the Memorandum.  

 

 Preservation of all available English or French immigration documents for posterity and research. 
 

 Conference sessions at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) be also made available in French via translation means 
or devices. Sessions specific to Francophone countries to be conducted in French.  
 

 Know India Programmes (KIP) should accommodate French speaking youth who account for an increasingly 
significant number of participants annually. 
 

 Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra (PBK) in Delhi set aside a section for documents, literature, films, documentaries, 
publications, works of art published in French. 

 

The memorandum requested that these matters of interest and concern be consider favourably and forward to the 
respective ministries of the Government of India for satisfactory resolution as soon as feasible. 
 

 

(l-r):  
Jean Regis Ramsamy (Reunion Isl), Deo 
Gosine, Mrs. Tara Gosine (Trinidad & 
Tobago), Pankaj Saxena, Minister Consul of 
Embassy of India in Paris, Rita Abraham 
(South Africa) and Samarassame Tanigar ( 
IDC France) 
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Indian Diaspora World Business Convention  
Strengthening economic engagement among the Indian Diaspora 

 

Mission Statement & Objectives 
 

Indian Diaspora World Business Convention (IDWBC) shall be a global entity established for 
strengthening economic engagement among the Indian Diaspora, and with India and other entities, through 
regular results oriented forum, meets, trade shows and exhibitions, with the objective to uplift social 
progress at all levels. 
 

IDWBC shall be a division of Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC) and shall function in accordance 
with IDC’s by-laws and policies, shall be beyond reproach. 
 

IDWBC shall be secular and non-political with centrally located governance and global country wise 
network of IDC chapters and affiliates, collaborating with chambers of commerce, business enterprises, 
research think tanks, governments, institutions, organizations and agencies to achieve its objectives.  
 

To convene at least one (1) national or international exhibition/conference or forum with a specific theme 
addressing economic engagement among the Indian Diaspora. International venues to rotated among the 
countries of the Indian Diaspora.   
 

To recognize outstanding high achievers and role models of the Indian Diaspora who have contributed to 
progress of Indian Diaspora and have notable achievements in their respective professions. All awards 
given by IDWBC shall be in accordance with IDC’s criteria and policies. 
 

Organization 
 Advisory Board 
 Chairperson (appointed for 3 year term) 
 Co-Chairpersons (1 per country or region, appointed for 3 year terms)  
 Secretary & Assistant Secretary 
 Treasurer & Assistant Treasurer 
 Public Relations & Media 
 Events Coordination 
 Standing Committees (as needed) 

 

Upcoming Events 
 Announcement:  14th October, 2017 - Paris, France 
 Announcement:  4th March, 2018 – New York, USA 
 Launch & Regional Meet:  (Date - to be announced) – Miami, Florida, USA 
 International:  20th March, 2018 – Indian Diaspora Global Convention 2018 

 

Contact  
Mr. Deo Gosine 
Chair, Indian Diaspora World Business Convention (IDWBC) 
Email:  deogosine@gmail.com  
 
 

--  Subject to modification as become necessary  -- 
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Rita Abraham Appointed Chair of Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum (IDWF) 
 

The Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC) is pleased to announce that Rita Abraham of Durban, South Africa, 
has been appointed Chair of Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum (IDWF), a division of Indian Diaspora Council 
International (IDC). The appointment is for a term of three (3) years. 
 

IDC Statement: “The appointment is on the basis of Rita Abraham’s prominent position as a pioneer and globally 
recognized Indian community leader, and in particular in South Africa with its multi-ethnic community, an ardent 
advocate of Indian Diaspora engagement, addressing the Indian Diaspora’s interests and concerns, and chair of 
GOPIO’s Women’s Council, as well founding president of South Africa’s Women’s Forte. We firmly believe that Rita 
Abraham is uniquely qualified to be Chair, Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum, recognizing her expertise and 
contributions, her interest and commitment, as well as many years of advocacy for women’s rights and issues of 
gender equality. We are confident that Rita Abraham will bring an enhanced agenda to the Indian Diaspora Women’s 
Forum and very successful tenure as an outstanding leader”. 
 

 
 

Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum (IDWF) 
(A Division of Indian Diaspora Council International) 

Objectives of IDWF: 
 To recognize and address needs and interests of women of the Indian Diaspora, including gender, cultural and 

empowerment issues which are becoming more visible as the population of women of the Indian Diaspora 
continues to grow with changing demographics, mobility and migration; To actively engage in collaborative forums 
for dialogue and exchanges among women of the Indian Diaspora to embrace, engage and enhance their 
interests and participation all segments of society; To encourage collaboration with women of the Indian Diaspora 
and other groups, associations and institutions to foster better understanding, cooperation and community service 
at local, regional and global levels; To establish partnerships with local, regional and international agencies and 
institutions engaged in promoting the interests of women; To document and promote the history, progress and 
achievements of women of the Indian Diaspora with articles, publications, works of art, documentaries and films; 
To convene at least one (1) national or international conference or forum with a specific theme addressing needs 
and interests of women of the Indian Diaspora. International venues to rotated among the countries of the Indian 
Diaspora; To recognize women of the Indian Diaspora who have contributed to progress of women of Indian 
Diaspora and have notable achievements in their respective professions or community service. All awards given 
the Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum (IDWF) shall be in accordance with IDC’s criteria and policies.  

 
For more information, please contact Ashook Ramsaran @ ashookramsaran@gmail.com   
 

Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC), established in 1997, is an international  non-profit organization with global affiliates and 
membership in 21 countries with the  objective to embrace, engage, and enhance the shared heritage, aspirations, and interests  of persons 
of Indian origin with optimum inclusivity. 
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GIRMITIYA MIGRATION ARRIVAL HISTORY 

Definition: 
While it is generally known that a Girmitiya is a descendant of Indian Indentured labourers to Fiji, the Indian Diaspora 
Council International has defined a Girmitiya as a descendant of all Indian Indentured labourers who were taken from 
India to several British, Dutch and French colonies during the periods 1826-1920 under the system of indenture 
labour. 
 

Arrival History by Country & Territory: 
 

Country Date of First Arrival & Ship Name Number of Arrivals 
Guyana (formerly British Guiana)  May 5, 1838 - Hesperus 238,909 
Trinidad & Tobago May 31, 1845 - Fatal Razak 143,939 
Guadeloupe   December 24, 1854 42,326 
Jamaica May 7, 1845 - Maidstone 36,412 
Suriname (formerly Dutch Guiana) June 5, 1873 - Lalla Rookh 34,000 
Martinique May 6, 1853 - Aurelie  25,509 
French Guiana(South America) 1854 19,276 
St. Lucia May 6, 1859 - Palmyra 4,354 
Grenada January 27, 1857 - Maidstone 3,200 
St. Vincent June 1, 1861 - Travancore  2,472 
Belize (formerly British Honduras) located 
in Central America 

1858 – Sepoy Indians 
1882  

1,000 from 1857 revolt 
3,000 from Jamaica 

St. Kitts June 3, 1861 - Dartmouth 361 
Nevis 1874 315 
St. Croix 1863 321 
Reunion Island April 13, 1828 - Yangon  120 000 
Seychelles 1898 6,315 
South Africa November 16, 1860 - Truro 150,000 
Fiji May 15, 1879 - Leonidas 60,965 
Mauritius November 2, 1834 - Atlas 451,796 
 
Note: The information above is compiled from various sources and its accuracy is based on information reviewed. Credit to the many 
historians, researchers and authors whose information have been used to compile the listing above.  
 

Compiled from various sources by Ashook Ramsaran – Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC) 
 

 

 
 

               Kolkata Memorial 2011 (Photos by Ashook Ramsaran) 
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Plight of Guyanese Sugar Cane Workers by Oscar Ramjeet 
 

Sugar was “king in Guyana” for several decades. Ever since thousands of Indians were imported from India to the then 
British Guiana in the 19th and 20th centuries (1838 to 1917) to work in the sugar estates. They and their descendants 
have made the sugar estates in Berbice and Demerara thriving businesses for the owners while making it their homes. 
Many of their offspring have excelled in many segments of society after they migrated in their quest for better lives for 
themselves and families. Some are now proudly serving their newly adopted homes in the United States, Canada, the 
United Kingdom, the Caribbean and other parts of the globe even as far as China, Australia, and India.  
 

We take pride in acknowledging that many of the descendants of sugar cane workers have excelled in various fields 
including education, technology, trade and commerce, law, medicine, science – several are also world famous. 
 

Some of them remained in Guyana their homeland and continued to "slave' in the sugar industry. And now following the 
closure of most of the sugar estates - including Wales, Rose Hall and LBI are now jobless. Thousands of them together 
with their families making it the grand total to tens of thousands who are in a dilemma. We in the IDC are saddened with 
the plight with our brothers and sisters back in Guyana and urge ways and means how these families can be helped. 
Perhaps large corporations can be persuaded to look at the possibilities at opening other similar or different industries in 
the country which will provide jobs for these displaced workers.  
 

The dismissed sugar workers are encouraged to go into farming, but there will be little scope for this because there will 
be limited consumers locally and the prevalence of praedial larceny. They cannot expect much from relatives and friends 
in the diaspora because of the high cost of living in Guyana as elsewhere. It is very unfortunate that that our brothers 
and sisters who decided to remain in Guyana and work to sustain the sugar industry have to endure such hardship at 
this juncture. Their ancestors travelled for months from India to a far distant land not knowing what to expect. They lived 
under inhumane conditions in loogies and worked for a pittance. Even the mules lived in better conditions. At first their 
food was limited to rice, dried fish, onions split peas, ghee or oil, tumeric or tamarind and pepper. No potable water, but 
later the situation improved and they were paid meagre wages for their work. 
 

They lived and worked under harsh and unconscionable conditions which were described by British historian, Hugh 
Tinker, as a new system of slavery, Our prominent historian Dr. Basdeo Mangru argues that "slavery and indenture 
showed remarkable similarities in terms of control, exploitation and degradation". Despite their tremendous hardship, our 
forefathers were dedicated and made tremendous sacrifice not only for the benefit of the sugar industry and the country, 
while they also paved the way and laid the foundation for their children and grandchildren. Dr. Tota Mangar, another 
local historian, recently wrote "our forefathers of yesteryear have certainly been inspirational in the furtherance of 
national development through their grit and determination". They saved and ensured that their children and 
grandchildren were properly educated.  
 

Therefore, I believe that it is grossly unfair and unjust that some of them have to suffer grave hardships because of the 
closure of the sugar estates which their ancestors worked tirelessly to preserve. I believe that all Guyanese regardless 
where they live should try to make representation through their missions and international agencies to encourage giant 
corporations to assist in one way or the other. The discovery of oil should be an important incentive for would-be 
investors. It is an uphill task, but thousands are on the breadline. 
 

It is ironic that that sugar cane workers were the backbone of British colonial and economic power, yet the plight of their 
livelihoods seems irrelevant in these changing times. Where is the gratitude, we ask? 
 
 
Oscar Ramjeet is a Guyanese born attorney and journalist. He served as Solicitor General in St Vincent and 
the Grenadines as well as Belize. He was admitted to practice law in Guyana. Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados, St Lucia, Montserrat, British Virgin Islands as well as the Southern District of the State of New 
York in USA. He studied journalism and public relations in Germany, and was correspondent for BBC, AP 
and several Caribbean newspapers. 
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Glimpses of IDC  -  PHOTOS of RECENT EVENTS 

  

 

 

Paris, France October 2017     IDC  at Diwali 2017, New York, USA  

South Asian Panel, New York, USA          Guyana’s Amb to USA. R. Insanally ®     Jean Regis Ramasamy - Paris, France 

IDC – Paris, France      Donation of Books to Queens Library, New York, USA 

DACA Rally, New York, USA     Planning Meeting, New York, USA 
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IDC on the GO - Press Statements & News 
 

 Know India Program (KIP) by India’s Ministry of External Affairs 2018. 
 Last date for converting PIO Cards into OCI Cards, free of consular fee: 1st December 2017. 
 6-7 January 2018: Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (RPBD 2018) – Singapore. 
 IDC Condemns displacement and atrocities inflicted on Rohingya Refugees. 
 Recognition of Human Rights Day 2017 on 10 December 2017. 
 Nov 12, 2017 - IDC France participates in honouring Indian soldiers of World War 1.  
 IDC planned forum on Women’s Empowerment, Gender Equality & Harassment. 
 Rita Abraham (South Africa) appointed Chair of Indian Diaspora Women’s Forum (IDWF). 
 Nayesh Radia appointed IDC Coordinator, UK. 
 Recognition of 100th Anniversary of Women's Suffrage in New York State, USA. 
 IDC Mourns Passing of Ramesh D. Kalicharran. 
 IDC Proposal to rename 169th Street in Queens, New York in honor of Ramesh Kalicharran. 
 IDC Congratulates new Director General of UNESCO, Ms Audrey Azoulay. 
 Commemoration of 157th Anniversary of Indian Arrival in South Africa. 
 University of West Indies (UWI) Honours Prof. Clem Seecharan. 
 United Nations Calls on Malaysia to Champion Sustainable Development Goals. 
 Pradeep Samtani accorded Guyana’s Golden Arrow of Achievement National Honours. 
 IDC Commemorates 148th Birthday of Mahatma Gandhi. 
 Observances of Gandhi's Birthday in Mauritius & Grenada. 
 Observance of Veterans Day 2017 in United States. 
 Release of IDC’s 20th Anniversary Journal Publication. 
 France Honours Indians who fought and died in World War II. 
 Deo Gosine (Trinidad & Tobago) appointed Chair, Indian Diaspora World Business Convention 

(IDWBC). 
 IDC presented Memorandum on PIO Issues of Interest & Concern to Indian Ambassador in Paris, 

France. 
 IDC is a partnering organization for United States Census 2020. 
 IDC a partnering organization for bill to require New York public schools to incorporate instruction 

Indian Subcontinent/Indo-Caribbean studies. 
 IDC a partnering organization initiating the Kolkata Heritage Centre at Kidderpore Depot, Kolkata, 

West Bengal. 
 IDC coordinates large donations of books by Indian Consulate in New York to Queens Public 

Library, New York and other institutions. 
 IDC publication in process: “Girmitya Women: From Indentureship to High Achievers”. 
 Kritilata Ram again named one of 100 Most Influential Women in Mauritius. 
 Dr. Narendra Singh awarded Canada's Meritorious Service Decoration (Civil Division). 

 
 
http://www.indiandiasporacouncil.org  
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Henry Moutou Sidambarom – Indian Rights Advocate of the French West Indies 
by Jean Samuel Sahai 

 

The Indian presence in Guadeloupe trace its roots to over 42,000 indentured workers brought on ships to work on sugar-cane 
and other plantations of the Guadeloupe archipelago. They arrived between 1854 and 1889, via the five French counters of 
North and South India (Pondichery, Karikal, Mahe, Yanaon and Chandernagor) and from British-controlled Indian Territory, 
through an agreement reached between France and the United Kingdom.  
 

Over 10,000 of them perished as a result of difficult living, hardships, sanitary problems and working conditions in the 
plantations. Although slavery had been abolished in 1848, before Indian Arrival in 1854, those who survived the harsh living 
conditions in the plantations enjoyed no equal political rights, no citizenship or right to vote. Not until 1923, due to Henry 
Sidambarom's efforts. 
 

Although the indentured workers had to follow the French system, adapt to the Creole style of living and adopt the Christian 
religion, their original languages like Tamil, Hindustani or Urdu declined, did not fully disappear. Their inner connection with 
India remained. A host of the original cultural traits, family manners, feeding habits, clothing, worshipping rituals brought from 
India persisted and even integrated the island culture.  
 

As the rather important Indian community intermingled and gradually integrated the rest of the population, the Indian presence 
greatly influenced the Creole way of life, the traditional Creole attire, gardening, cooking, and ways of being. A great number of 
people of Indian, mixed, or other origins maintain them, and revived links with India in many ways, such as adopting Indian 
names, practicing classical or Bollywood style modern dances, throwing cultural, ritual or convivial events, etc. Rice brought in 
with the Indians became a staple food for all, many fruits, vegetables typical of the 'Creole garden', as well as the colombo, a 
local variety of curry / masala, widely recognized by all as THE 'national dish' of all Guadeloupeans. 
 

Tamil and Hindi have been actively taught for many years to all at the CGPLI - Center for Guadeloupe Promotion of Languages 
from India. They are now part of the optional languages offered in primary and secondary schools and taught by teachers of 
various origins. Guadeloupe's Indian presence has grown less and less a racial entity or separate community, to become an 
integral part of a unique cultural blend that surprises visitors from countries like Trinidad & Tobago, or India itself.  
 

At the end of his life, Henry Sidambarom was named Justice of the Peace of his constituency of Capesterre. He is remembered 
as one of the great political leaders of Guadeloupe, and as the Guadeloupean Gandhi for his patience, eloquence, literary 
talent, his non-violence and affection for Guadeloupeans of all ethnic origins. As a pioneer of the struggle for equality for people 
of all backgrounds, he was an exemplary captain of the march for recognition of non-Whites as French citizens with equal rights.  
 

 

 

Henry Moutou Sidambarom (5 July 1863 – 15 September 1952) was born in 
Capesterre Belle-Eau, Guadeloupe island, the French West Indies, of parents 
originating from South India.  

After benefiting from the rare privilege of studying in the French education system, he 
was employed at the head office of Indian immigration in Basse-Terre, the main town 
of the island. There, he became aware of the harsh exploitation, the disdain and the 
ostracism his fellows of Indian origin were confronted with, due to both the white 
domination and the rejection by the former slaves.  

Treated as stateless individuals since they first arrived in 1854, the Indian laborers had 
no national citizenship, no political or civil rights. After the refusal of the French 
authority governing the island to add Indian workers names to a list of election voters, 
Henry Sidambarom launched his “Procès Politique”, a series of non-violent oral and 
written protests and political court trials vs. the French power, that would last 19 years.  

He was eventually able to secure French citizenship and all civilian rights for the 
Indians of Guadeloupe - a status which was previously denied to them. The 
government decree, signed in Paris in April 1923, was extended to all the Indians living 
on French overseas territories of the West Indies (Guadeloupe, Marie-Galante, 
Martinique) and the Indian Ocean (Reunion Island) the following year. 
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In 1948, The Capesterre Belle-Eau’s City Council and the General Council of Guadeloupe join forces to request to the French 
government that he be awarded the Legion of Honour. In 2013, the Felix Eboué Prize was dedicated to the 150th anniversary of 
his birth. 
 

On May 28, 2011 at a rapturous and emotional welcome, to the strains of the Indian National Anthem, India’s Minister for 
Overseas Indian Affairs, Shri Vayalar Ravi, made a landmark visit to Guadeloupe, an island where over a century and a half 
before, Indians were brought in by the French to work on their plantations. Completely cut off from India culturally and 
linguistically, the descendants of the original settlers spoke French and French Creole, and had for long but a tenuous physical 
connection with India. The visit acquired a highly symbolic significance when Min. Ravi inaugurated a memorial to the original 
Indian migrants and unveiled a statue of Mahatma Gandhi.  
 

“The people of Indian and other descent, along with Guadeloupeans of all ethnic origins, can take pride and stand tall on the 
shoulders of Henry Moutou Sidambarom who pursued the cause on behalf of his people with passion, fortitude and 
determination”, stated IDC president Ashook Ramsaran who recognized the exemplary contributions of Henry Sidambarom with 
a presentation in 2013 in Guadeloupe to Jacques Sidambarom, the grandson of Henry Sidambarom.  

       
 

Thanks to Henry Sidambarom, the remarkable contributions of the descendants of Indian indentured workers have been and 
continue to be an extra-ordinary asset to all the people of Guadeloupe, to the French overseas territories, as well as to the 
nation of France.  
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As one of the great heroes of the Indian indenture saga, Henry Sidambarom is getting fully recognized and remembered in the 
annals of Guadeloupe’s history and the history of the Indian diaspora for his remarkable, historic accomplishments. His efforts 
have made it possible for the people of Indian and other origins in Guadeloupe to become more cognizant of their inherent 
bonds of history, heritage, culture and tradition. For this, we are all forever grateful. 
 
Jean Samuel Sahai-Viranin is a Guadeloupean Language Professor, Translator and Writer. Appointed co-chairperson, GOPIO Cultural 
council in 2013. Instrumental in international recognition at H Sidambarom Commemoration in 2013 
 

         

Ashook Ramsaran’s presentation in 2013 to 
Jacques Sidambarom, grandson of  
Henry Sidambarom at the 150th anniversary of 
Henry Sidambarom (Guadeloupe, July 2013). 
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Recent Notable Awards & Recognition 
 

Kritilata Ram one of 100 Most Influential Women in Mauritius 
 

Kritilata Ram, the Indian Diaspora Council Coordinator in Mauritius, has again been recognized among the 100 Most 
Influential Women in Mauritius. Kritilata Ram is one of the hundred women who were recently rewarded at the ceremony 
100 Most Influential Women in Mauritius. From education to entrepreneurship to social work, health and culture, these 
feminine elements stand out in the sectors in which they are engaged.  
 

As President of Training & Development at the Mauritius Council of Social Services (MACOSS), her role is to provide 
specific training to entrepreneurs and start-ups so that they can become independent. "In two years, 1,200 have been 
trained in communication and project writing," said Kritilata Ram. Twenty women will also be trained in December so that 
they can then train 120 women across the country.  

 

 
 

Dr. 
Nare
ndra 
Sing

h 
awar
ded 
Can
ada'

s 
Meritorious Service Decoration (Civil Division) 

 

Humber River Hospital Chief of Staff Dr. Narendra Chetram Singh awarded Canada's Meritorious Service Decoration 
(Civil Division) by His Excellency the Right Hon. David Johnston, Governor General of Canada.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toronto-based pediatrician Narendra Chetram Singh founded Guyana Help the Kids in 2009 to address neonatal and 
infant mortality rates in his country of birth. He raised funds to procure essential equipment, then went on to establish a 
residency program in collaboration with Canadian universities to train Guyanese pediatricians and nurses. Thanks to his 
efforts, the infant mortality rate in Guyana’s largest hospital has decreased by nearly 40 per cent. 
 

Hospital President & CEO Barb Collins congratulated Dr. Singh, noting "we are all proud of the amazing work Dr. Singh, 
and many of his colleagues at Humber, do, not just in our hospital every day but beyond into the local and global 
communities. In Dr. Singh's case, his leadership has seen the neonatal and infant mortality in his birth country of Guyana 
drop dramatically, saving the lives of hundreds of babies every year." 
 

Dr. Singh thanked his partners in Guyana Help the Kids, saying "I'm honoured to share this with them: this is a true team 
effort from people determined to make a difference for these kids. I also want to thank my colleagues at Humber River 
Hospital for their support and encouragement at every step." 
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University of West Indies (UWI) Honors Prof. Clem Seecharan 

 

The University of the West Indies (St Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago) on 28 th October 2017 bestowed on Prof. Clem 
Seecharan the honor of D.Litt (Doctor of Letters) in recognition of Prof. Seecharan’s scholarship in Indo-Caribbean 
history and of West Indies cricket, as well as for his teaching of Caribbean History, having been Head of Caribbean 
Studies at London Metropolitan University for nearly 20 years.  
 

Born in the small village of Palmyra in Berbice, Guyana, 67 years ago, he is being honoured for his prolific research 
and writings on Indo-Caribbean history and the history of West Indies cricket, as well as for his teaching of 
Caribbean history for over 25 years. Clem was the Head of Caribbean Studies for nearly 20 years at London 
Metropolitan University, where he is Emeritus Professor of History since 2012. 
 

Prof.  Seecharan was educated at Berbice Educational Institute, Queen’s College, Mc Master University (Canada) 
and the University of Warwick (England) – the first person to get a Ph.D from the Yesu Persaud Centre for 
Caribbean Studies at the University of Warwick.  
 

Prof. Seecharan is the author of over a dozen books, several of which have earned recognition in academia. His 
book, Sweetening Bitter Sugar: Jock Campbell, the Booker Reformer in British Guiana, was awarded the 
prestigious Elsa Goveia Prize in 2005 by the Association of Caribbean Historians. They considered this book ‘a 
magisterial account that manoeuvres the reader through one of the most painfully fragmentary periods of Guyanese 
history…elegantly written…a genuinely majestic work’. Of his book, From Ranji to Rohan: Cricket and Indian 
Identity in Colonial Guyana, the eminent Indian Professor of Columbia University, Partha Chatterjee, has written: 
‘This is a serious book on cricket and its socio-cultural implications in Guyana. It bears comparison with C.L.R. 
James’s classic, Beyond a Boundary’.  
 

His other books include Tiger in the Stars: the Anatomy of Indian Achievement in British Guiana; Bechu: ‘Bound 
Coolie’ Radical in British Guiana; Mother India Shadow over El Dorado: Indo-Guyanese Politics and Identity, 1890s-
1930s; Muscular Learning: Cricket and Education in the Making of the British West Indies; and Finding Myself: 
Essays on Race, Politics and Culture.  He is currently working on a three-volume study called Hand-in-Hand History 
of Cricket in Guyana. 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 

Picture on left:  Mr. Robert Bermudez, Chancellor of the 
UWI; Prof. Clem Seecharan; Professor Brian Copeland, 
Principal of the UWI, St Augustine Campus. 
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Indians in South Africa – A Brief History   By Rita Abraham 
 

Indian South Africans are people of Indian descent living in South Africa, the majority living in and around the city of 
Durban, making it the largest 'Indian' city outside India. The modern South African Indian community is largely 
descended from Indians who arrived in South Africa from 1860 onwards. 
 

The first ships arrived with 342 Indian indentured labourers in November 1860, having left Madras and Calcutta the 
previous month. The voyage, in a sailing ship or paddle-steamer in those days, took an average of 45 days from 
Madras and 54 days from Calcutta, but a few decades later when steamers were used, the journey was considerably 
shorter and 600 passengers could be transported in comparison with the 300 or 350 that the Truro, Belvidere, Lord 
George Bentinck and Spirit of Trade carried in 1860. 
 

Year 2017 marks the 157th anniversary of arrival of the first indentured Indians, an event with far-reaching results for 
the Colony of Natal and the birth of this community in South Africa. South Africans of Indian origin comprise a 
heterogeneous community distinguished by different origins, languages, and religious beliefs. The descendants of 
Indian Indentured labourers are now over 1,500,000 in South Africa and have progressed tremendously in all 
segments of society. 
 

The indentured laborers tended to speak Tamil, Telugu and Hindi, and the majority were Hindu with Christians and 
Muslims among them. English is the first language of most Indian South Africans. Minority of the older people, still 
speak their mother tongue, such as Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Gujarati, Hindi and others as a first language or second 
language. Most young people do not speak any other languages, besides English and the compulsory second 
language taught at school, such as Afrikaans or Zulu.  Many South African Indians still understand a variety of Indian 
languages to varying extents, often as a result of promotion by cultural organisations, or the influence of Bollywood. 
Recent immigrants have maintained fluency in Urdu, Hindi and Gujarati. 

The coming into being of the Union of South Africa represented the culmination of systematic and institutional racial 
oppression in our country. It was a historical stage that anticipated the advent of a grand Apartheid 38 years later. In 
1961, Indians were officially recognised as permanent part of the South African population. An incident of history, 
sinister in its imperial intentions, brought a sizeable number of people of Indian origins to our shores. Although the 
majority was indentured labourers, they also included traders, hawkers, and other types. These people are today as 
South African as any other citizen of our country. 

This community of Indians came to South Africa as workers. However, their working conditions fell outside the 
conventional definition of workers. Inhumane and severely exploitative, their working conditions were reminiscent of 
slavery than paid labour. They decided, however, to make South Africa their home and integrated well into their 
newly found country with its emergent tapestry of cultures. 

From early times, Indians and Africans worked together in the plantations and as household servants, as borne out 
in records and photographs taken in the 19th and early 20th century. And though Indians and Africans were different 
from each other in many ways, they also learned from each other.  

Cultural cross-pollination took place, further bringing the two peoples together in some important respects. This is 
borne out in language: Both peoples have over time borrowed culinary words from each other, denoting mutual 
influence on cultural expressions.  

Yet, it would be a historic misrepresentation to pretend that the relations between Africans and the Indian community 
have always been cordial. Political conditions created by Apartheid were consciously designed to divide and rule. 
Inter-ethnic and racial conflicts and feuds were thus not only the logical outcrop of the system but also the design of 
Apartheid, which was racially hierarchical. 

This racial hierarchy saw the white people at the apex, followed by Indians, then Coloureds, and Africans at the 
bottom. In this racial matrix, Indians could have easily taken advantage of their relatively better economic conditions 
and looked the other way; instead they consciously cast their lot with fellow Africans.  

It also entrenched the enduring values of indivisible humanity among the oppressed, thus practically rendering this 
racial hierarchy irrelevant. Through the vehicle of the African National Congress (ANC), a liberation movement alive 
to the ideals of a non-racial society early on in its life, the principles of unity have always been held aloft. Through 
this vehicle, the values and principles of a united, non-racial, non-sexist, just and democratic South Africa have 
historically held sway. Leading activists, revolutionaries and visionaries from the ranks of the Indian communities 
have historically been drawn to this humanist vision, and have, accordingly, played a critical role in the struggle for a 
non-racial society. 
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Above all, the political contribution of Indians in South Africa has been immense. The formation of the Transvaal and 
Natal Indian Congresses (as well as the African People’s Organisation), which predates the formation of the ANC, 
and the political activities of these organisations under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Abdullah 
Abdurhaman, respectively, were the seeds not only of opposition to racism, but also contributed to anti-colonial 
activity. 

We cannot realistically reflect on the historical role of the Indian community in South Africa without looking at the role 
Mahatma Gandhi played in laying the foundations for resistance against colonial oppression. He was not an 
indentured worker nor was he a trader in pursuit of new opportunities.  

Gandhi came to South Africa from Britain, where he had just qualified as a barrister, to work on his first case 
involving a dispute between two Indian traders. Such were the conditions here that he stayed on for almost twenty 
years to serve the Indian community. We all know that fateful night in which Gandhi decided to dedicate his life to 
fighting oppression when he was thrown off a train at Pietermaritzburg because of the colour of his skin.  He then 
developed his philosophy of fighting oppression, but not by violent means.  He felt that it was a moral duty to 
overcome unjust rule. But it was also one’s duty to ensure that one’s own behaviour was beyond reproach. Gandhi 
called this "Satyagraha" or "firmness in truth/ soul force"; stressing that his philosophy involved much more than 
"passive resistance". At the same time that one was fighting an unjust enemy one should also remove injustices from 
one’s own society.  

Gandhi’s views on the upliftment of all people and castes, of the equal treatment of women and of building bridges 
between peoples and religions remain relevant to us today.  He above all practiced what he preached.   

Of course, individuals do not make history, critical though their roles may have been in leading to change. 
Accordingly, Gandhi was not an island unto himself; his achievements also lie with those that supported him, 
ordinary working class Indians as well as the trading classes. And when he left there were others to continue his 
good work. Among these were leaders such as Yusuf Dadoo, Monty Naicker, Nana Sita, Dr Goonum, Ela Gandhi 
(his granddaughter), Billy Nair, Maulvi Cachalia, Ayesha Bibi Dawood, Farouk Meer, Mewa Ramgobin, Ahmed 
Kathrada and many others. There were those who joined Umkhonto we Sizwe like Mac Maharaj and Laloo Chiba, 
and still others incarcerated on Robben Island for their roles like Indres Naidoo.   

The Indian community, as with all other South Africans with the vision of a truly non-racial future, can be proud of 
those who were chosen to serve in President Mandela’s first cabinet: the likes of Dullah Omar, Jay Naidoo, the 
Pahad brothers, Kader Asmal and others. It is a historical fact that the largest section of the Indian community have, 
intellectually and politically, always sided with the cause of national liberation. They readily embraced the cause of 
national unity, democracy, non-racialism, non-sexism, justice and equality.    

As of today, we have overcome an unjust political order; democracy and freedom of association are our hard-earned 
rights.  We have learnt enough historical lessons to know that just as racism was a conscious effort at social 
engineering; it can equally be defeated by conscious efforts to wipe it off our system of thought. Wiping off racism 
from our thinking, as already mentioned, goes hand in hand with commensurate improvement in our economic 
conditions. 

Nelson Mandela’s leadership, legacy and vision, to which we have all gravitated, should be actively used to unite 
people around the world and teach our younger generations to learn to love one another as brothers and sisters 
irrespective of color and race. This is the legacy we should seek to associate ourselves with, fully aware that when 
history makes judgment, we should not be faulted on the key areas of our responsibility, such as building non-
racialism, about which so many of us have struggled for so long.  

Rita Abraham is an ardent advocate of equal justice and prominent community advocate among 
Indians in South Africa, recipient of several awards and citations for outstanding community 
service. Convener and speaker at conferences in South Africa and internationally. Founded the 
South African Women’s Forte, is Executive Member of Topoi South Africa and a patron of the 
performing arts; chair of GOPIO Women’s Council; chairperson of Indian Diaspora Women’s 
Forum. Worked to restore the KwaZulu-Natal Children’s Hospital. . 
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Escaping Inevitability by Nayesh Radia 

 

Evolution is inevitable  
Exploration is in our blood 
Extinction is a feared possibility 
Exercise your right, stand up to be counted  
 

Society forever craves for more 
Simplicity made complicated 
Striving for something far better 
Seemingly surprising expectations 
 

Charting the map, Vital destination 
Changing perception – a new religion 
Cavaliers and the Crusaders – expeditions to invade 
Challenges are set, new demands made 
Crimes left unpunished – perpetrators and victims 
 

Across continents they sail for spices, textiles, artefacts and precious stones 
Accomplished outcomes. No - a new commodity traded 
Another journey, like sardines cramped and abused, just inhumane, countless lives faded 
Across the many oceans, only rulers capitalise 
Afflictions ignored, scars forever reverberate  
 

Peoples displaced, new territories colonised 
Plantations harvested, Indigenous cull organised 
Profits soar, another deal – many duped to the land of plenty 
Piteously pious poison pinned on false hopes 
Prolonged exploitation, many head on a journey   
Privileges gained on new shores, only to face tougher foes 
 

Indians, Irish, Africans, Chinese - Other migrating minorities 
Induced labour, rivers of blood, yet dogs treated favourably 
Icing on the cake, just a pre-tense to accessorise 
Idioms created - the stumbles, falls and cries 
Isolation, solitude, all suffering in silence 
Invariably history repeating itself, Ignorance swelling comfortably 
 

N word and P word exalted, severed places 
Narcissistic behaviour, racism and supremacy rises 
Never turn the other cheek, a new generation is born 
Now the real race begins, cultures clash, generations torn 
New voices finally heard, those cries no longer silenced 
 

Gruesome killings, many escape conviction 
Gracious force exonerated, only the privileged pleased 
Grapevine news rippling through streets, causing much agitation  
Gaining momentum, laws repelled only to appease 
Giant leap finally made, yet small steps sustained 
Giving birth to fascism, fundamentalism, extremism 
 

Conflicts and wars rage like bush fires 
Crisis created not averted, divisions made  
Change is deep in our hearts, not just left to fate 
Crossing boundaries, jumping barriers 
Celebrate those differences, humanity not hate 
Create understanding to dispel the fears 
 

Or else pity the generations to come. 
By Nayesh Radia © June 2017. 
 

Nayesh Radia has worked as an actor, writer and director in the UK for over 20 years.  
Now runs his own driving school, while still keeping busy with working in the local  
community, developing new projects like making a short film on recent spate of gang  
related crimes in the UK. 
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VJPATH-Vj4Victory Launches 'Girmitiyas' in Bollywood 
Dr. Satish Rai 

 

More significantly, all of them have origins in the girmit diaspora; being descendants of the indentured Indians transported to the 
British colonies from 1826 to 1917. The VJPATH film team are descendants of Fiji, Tanzania and Malawi, now living in Sydney 
and London.  
 

VJPATH-VJ4Victory does not sit neatly in any of the main genres (Parallel, Masala and Middle Cinema). The producer of the 
film, Ron Chandra, did not entertain Masala movie at all for this movie. Hence the choice was between parallel and middle 
cinema. VJPATH straddles best of the parallel and middle cinema minus the mandatory 5-6 songs that have become integral 
part of middle cinema and are often filmed out of sync with spine of the story. In fact four great songs have been recorded and 
filmed in India for this film. But the producer is now deciding not to include the songs in the film because of two main reasons. 
First, inclusion of the songs will make the film too long; the film is already 140 mins long. Second, he feels that the inclusion of 
songs may adversely affect the flow of the beautifully crafted story of the film.  
 

Cast: Nivesh Chandra (VJ); Kirandeep Kaur (Maya); Dr. Satish Rai (Jack); Reshmi Karma (Radha); Nayesh Radia (Rakesh); 
Vijay Jogia (Ajay); Meera Patel (Sharon); Vraddhi Sharma (Detective Indira); Krishna Kali (Sponsors); Bela Vyas (Magistrate); 
Himanshi Singh (Magistrate).  
 

For the producer, the story of his first film was extremely important. He has had a very long connection with Bollywood; being 
credited with bring stage shows of Shahrukh Khan, Salman Khan, Akshay Kumar and Sadashiv Amrapurkar to Australia and 
south pacific in 1990s. It is the story of VJPATH that drew his attention to this film project and he concluded that it will be the 
perfect launch pad for his son Nivish Chandra in Bollywood.  
 

Ron Chandra had already worked with Dr Rai, the writer and director of VJPATH some eighteen years ago on Australia's first 
independent free to air television channel and was aware of all his film and television work since 1997. He liked what he saw 
and thus began collaboration on VJPATH in 2016.  
 

What also sets VJPATH apart from any of the Bollywood film production is that all the main male cast and production team is 
from Australia and UK. However the crew and all the main female cast are from Bollywood. The producer has acquired the 
latest version of Black Magic cinematic camera and battery operated production equipment for best quality and ease of 
production. The latest version of DaVinci Resolve 14 editing software ensured par excellence technical quality of VJPATH.  
 

Seventeen year old Nivish Chandra, the lead male actor is born in Sydney; his parents being born in Fiji, who had migrated to 
Australia after the racist coups of Fiji. Nivish's first language is English and mother tongue is Fiji Baat (talk). He did not receive 
any formal training in what is know as shud (pure) Hindi; what he has learnt of this language is through Bollywood films and 
Hindi songs. His excellence in memorising his lines written in English and delivering them with confidence of seasoned actor 
should alone make us proud as descendants of girmitiyas. While many children living in the west, and even in India find it hard 
to speak in Hindi, this teenager has demonstrated that when the opportunity arises, he can excel in the language of his girmitiya 
ancestors. The accent in which Nivish speaks Hindi adds to the beauty of the diasporic Bollywood film. Nivish's effort to learn 
and speak Hindi is his first feature film is exemplary and should act as motivation to millions of youngsters in India and in the 
Indian diaspora who shy away from Hindi and consider English as superior and impressive.  
 
Dr. Satish Rai is Producer/Director/Writer/Music creator, founder of Raivision Academy of Film, TV & Music. He is Director-Indian Diaspora 
Council of Australia Inc. (IDCA), recipient of Uttar Pradesh Apravasi Bharatiya Ratna. 

 

VJPATH-Vj4Victory is essentially a Bollywood film because it was filmed in 
India (Mumbai, Lucknow and Pune) and all its female cast and several male 
casts playing minor and junior roles are all from Bollywood and other parts of 
India. The filming crew is from Bollywood and initial post-production work 
was also done in India. Needless to say, majority of the locations and 
studious where the film is filmed is in India. According to the demand one 
scene was filmed in Sydney.  
 

That's where the Bollywood connection largely ends because VJPATH does 
not fit into any of the main types of films that have been made in India since 
Dadasaheb Phalke produced its first silent feature film Raja Harishchandra in 
1913.  To start with the Producer, the Writer/Director/Editor, the main 
production team and all the lead male actors are from the Indian diaspora. 
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Karma Curry by Jerry K. Durbeej & Arshana by Indrani  Guyadeen 

 

 
 

Oscar Ramjeet, Florida: “Karma Curry by Guyanese born university lecturer, Jerry Durbeej, is a book which is so telling, 
mixed with emotions, love, betrayal, culture and twists and turns in life that a Guyanese entrepreneur is contemplating making 
a movie from this very interesting story written by Jerry Durbeej who hails from Mahaicony in Guyana. Karma Curry, a 290 
page paperback is a more than just the ordinary novel. The Vedic idea that a force generated by a person's actions has the 
potential to determine and perpetuate that person's transmigration is a major theme that drives Karma Curry. It is also a 
tragedy of fate that the central character is magnetized to this ancient force which tosses him to and fro though his western 
trained mind cannot escape the clutches of this ancestral prescription hence is constant state of ambivalence. The book is 
also based on a love story, passions flow under the tamarind tree just as easily as they flow in midtown Manhattan, New York 
City. Addiction, arranged nuptials, clashing cultures, demons, friendships, infidelity, quest for social freedom, renewal and 
unpredictable curves coalesce in this novel. 
 

“Karma works on two levels: mythological Karma with its cast dictating the path of the central character and the rhythms of 
mortals juxtaposed in the wake of Karmic consequences, but not necessarily in the clutches of Karma. Even the gods are not 
perfect. This is a novel also of human frailty, love as fresh as it can be, inescapable tragedies,  and yet the sprinkling of humor 
keeps the story on an even keel. The author is in full command of his characters, and the unexpected twists and turns spur 
the reader to turn pages quickly.  Karma Curry is indeed the Bollywood diaspora film in words. This is the novel (and 
movie) for which we been waiting.  
 

 
 

 

In a world where the gods are involved in daily human life and are as powerful as they 
are fickle, the families in Karma Curry have always followed the will of fate. All of this 
changes when the Mohandases’ eldest son, Karam, defies the marriage arranged for 
him, along with generations of tradition. In order to forge his own path, Karam leaves his 
small village in Guyana to find his way in New York City, but he cannot outrun his karma. 
The realm of the gods is not finished with him yet. 
 

Once Karam arrives in New York, he sets about rebuilding his life, hoping to free himself 
from the influence of his destiny. He finds friends, love, and success. From the outside at 
least, his life appears perfect. But Karam’s karma, invisible to everyone but the gods, is 
quickly catching up with him. Suddenly, everything he has worked for is jeopardized.  
 

 
Title: Arshana   Author: Indrani Guyadeen 
Synopsis:  Fictional story of a beautiful, young, East Indian girl from Guyana, who visits Canada and runs 
into trouble. She is assisted by the protagonist, a 60-year old Canadian Jewish woman, whose son, an eligible 
doctor lives with her. The son falls in love with the girl. The girl faces vicious community prejudice and rival 
competition. Can the couple's love survive the clash of cultures and the prejudice of the community. 
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CHRISTMAS MASQUERADE by Vidur Dindyal 

 

    
 

The main dancers, usually two in bright coloured costumes, a joy to see are dancing away, jumping up, jigging, 
swaying, shaking, completely taken over by the rhythmic music. That's when you get caught up in the dancing too.  
There are no steps to learn. Right steps come naturally. Letting yourself go, the music takes over. Whatever its name 
you are dancing to it. You move with the troupe, you and your friends. You dance and you jig, you sway and you 
shake, you catch your breath so when they come back you are ready to dance again and again.  
  

Christmas for us children was never dull, with plenty to do. You played with your toys, you danced with the 
masquerade in the street. You played with your friends, had your fill of Christmas cake and Christmas drink- cool 
ginger beer. When night time came, after a hectic day and a happy one too, you got into bed and slept like a top. 
With love. Merry Christmas. 
 
Vidur Dindayal was born in Guyana and currently resides in the UK. 
He published Guyanese Achievers USA & Canada: A Celebration.   
A collaboration between Vidur Dindayal and the Guyanese diaspora 
Guyanese Achievers, USA and Canada celebrates the academics, actors, 
doctors, educators, entrepreneurs, and others who, by demonstrating  
inventiveness and persistence, have been recognized as exemplars of  
Guyanese achievement in North America. 
  

I liked to spend Christmas in my old village in Guyana 
though Christmas in the city was exciting too.  
  

In the city of Georgetown in Guyana, stores vied to have the 
best shop window display.  There in the tropics you saw live 
Christmas trees, shipped in especially from England. There 
to gaze at was the latest in seasonal craze to hit London or 
New York. You felt with people everywhere the joyous 
feelings of Christmas  
  

There was frenzied rushing around to buy presents and 
things for the home. Everything about home must be spick 
and span, fresh and clean, even new; nothing but your very 
best for relations and friends dropping in for cheer at 
Christmas time.  
 

But for me as a boy Christmas in the village was the best - 
the Masquerade, the most exciting part, a music group 
dressed up in fancy costumes. Some wore masks. They 
made a larger than life puppet of a lady - 'long lady', a horse 
or chicken, got inside it and danced to the lilting tunes of a 
flute player and his band playing bugle, trumpet saxophone, 
mandolin, guitar, kettle drum and big base drum.  
  

You first hear the drums beating in the distance. You catch a 
glimpse of ' long lady ' dancing and that was the promise of 
enjoyment to come. The troupe draws near and music 
beckons from whistle and flute. You cannot keep still 
wherever you are. Helplessly you head for the dancing 
troupe.  
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The Booker Prize’s Bad History by Dr. Natalie Hopkinson (October 17, 2017) 

 

 
A market near the docks in British Guyana, in 1922.  
Credit The Field Museum  
 

prize for his novel “G,” Mr. Berger blasted the London-based Booker McConnell sugar firm’s exploitation of Guyana and 
African slavery’s role in funding the Industrial Revolution. He pledged to donate half the 5,000 pound prize money to the Black 
Panther Party. (The other half would fund a project on migrant workers.) 
 

During my own research for a coming book about art and resistance in my parents’ native Guyana, I came across a collection 
of documents held by Britain’s National Archives that demonstrated the kind of casual racial opportunism that should also be 
associated with Booker. In 1815, soon after the British successfully elbowed away Dutch, French and Spanish rivals to claim 
the small patch of rain forest land at the northern edge of South America, 22-year-old Josias Booker left Britain to help 
manage a cotton plantation in what was then British Guiana. 
 

Soon, he invited his brothers, George, William and Richard, to join him in the hottest new start-up industry: sugar. In addition 
to growing cane harvested by enslaved African workers, the brothers established their own ship fleet and incorporated as 
Booker Brothers & Co. in 1834. 
 

 
Man harvesting sugar cane in Guyana in 
1958. Walter Nurnberg/SSPL/Getty Images  
 

 

Guyanese ancestors had to work as unpaid “apprentices” for a period of several years after the owners cashed out to pay off 
the rest of their own market value. 
 

The Booker brothers and their associates collectively submitted claims on 52 slaves, giving their fledgling business a cash 
injection of what amounts to 317,240 pounds (about $418,000) in today’s currency, according to archives. Because many 
British Guiana planters used abolition of slavery as an opportunity to liquidate their human assets and get out of the sugar 
business, the Booker brothers were able to acquire them cheaply. Their enslaved work force grew to 315 people in the period 
immediately following emancipation.  
 

The Man Booker Prize, one of the shiniest baubles and most 
generous purses in English letters, was awarded today to the 
American writer George Saunders for his novel “Lincoln in the 
Bardo.” The occasion invites us to reflect on how the residue of 
slavery and white supremacy permeates our cultural life, and 
determines whose histories are celebrated and whose are 
erased. 
 

There is a dark side to the Booker brand. It has unpaid debts to 
humanity. It has unleashed continuing agony in places like 
Guyana, where the Booker brothers founded a sugar firm in 
1834. Earlier this year, we lost at age 90 the great novelist and 
art critic John Berger who tried to bring attention to the 
problematic nature of Booker’s history in Guyana. In a fiery 1972 
acceptance speech for the Booker  

The first threat to the family business came when British Parliament voted to 
abolish slavery in 1833. Lucky for the Booker brothers, key members of 
Britain’s political, religious and banking institutions also had considerable 
slave holdings. Investors convinced debt-ridden Parliament to pay out 20 
million pounds (about £2 billion in today’s currency, or about $2.6 billion) to 
compensate slave owners across the empire. it was the largest bailout in 
global history until the bank bailout of 2009. 
 

Parliament’s bailout scheme richly benefited the Bookers. Slave owners 
negotiated immediate cash payments to compensate for the loss of their 
work force — according to calculations made by the historian Hilary McD. 
Beckles in his book “Britain’s Black Debt,” politically powerful British Guiana 
owners got about of 50 pounds per slave, while older colonies such as 
Barbados and Jamaica fetched 20 pounds. Since the actual market value of 
this human chattel was set at 47 million pounds Parliament decreed that my 
enslaved 
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After squeezing the workers for four more years of unpaid labor, on Aug. 1, 1838, at the appointed time, the Booker brothers 
manumitted them. “Today I had the privilege of mustering the slaves and giving them the good tidings that they were free, 
resulting in great rejoicing throughout the plantation,” George Booker wrote in a letter to his brother Septimus. 
 

Rather than pay fair wages to free African workers, British planters such as the Bookers convinced the British government to 
help finance voyages to collect replacement sugar workers — indentured workers from India. British Guiana was first in line to 
receive these workers, and by the time the practice ended in 1917 amid gross human-rights abuses, the colony had received 
240,000 Indian indentured workers. People of East Indian descent remain Guyana’s largest ethnic group, and continue to be 
locked in an often bitter competition with the African workers whom colonial society sought to discard as surplus. 
 

The Booker family moved on and passed its holdings over to a partner, McConnell, in the 1880s, and the Booker McConnell 
brand continued to expand. The company went public on the London Stock Exchange in 1920. Booker McConnell used this 
fortune to establish a world empire of its own. 
 

It also aggressively expanded within British Guiana. After World War II, Booker owned 15 of the remaining 18 sugar estates. 
Just as it took over failed sugar plantations, the firm took over many other businesses in British Guiana: real estate, retail 
stores, transportation, pharmaceuticals, insurance, advertising, newspapers, radio stations. The company’s domination of the 
economic and political life was so complete that the colony became acidly referred to as “Booker’s Guiana.” At the time Mr. 
Berger gave his 1972 speech, Booker was still drawing 45 percent of its profits from British Guiana, according to company 
records. 
 

By calling attention to this exploitation in Guyana during his Booker Prize acceptance speech, the white British writer Mr. 
Berger echoed local leaders such as Dr. Cheddi B. Jagan. In fiery speeches and pamphlets, Mr. Jagan, an American-trained 
dentist whose Indo-Guyanese family had been employed by Booker for generations, exposed how “Big Sugar,” based in 
London, dodged taxes and refused to invest in local infrastructure. When Mr. Jagan was elected chief minister of British 
Guiana in 1953, the first election under universal suffrage, British authorities sent troops to remove him from power. 
 

After the British left for good in 1966, the United States picked up the baton of control by meddling in Guyana’s elections, 
working through the C.I.A. to undermine Mr. Jagan, according Cold War historian Stephen G. Rabe and others. The country 
did not have what were considered free and fair elections until 1992, when Mr. Jagan, among the country’s most effective 
critics of sugar, returned to power as president. 
 

Like more than half of the people born in Guyana, my parents left. They departed in 1970. The country of their birth has one of 
the world’s highest emigration rates. Fifty years after independence, Guyana has virtually fallen off the global map. It is now 
the second-poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, behind Haiti. Its currency trades at $200 to $1 U.S. Guyana has the 
world’s second-highest suicide rate, nearly double the global average. 
Facing global erasure, amid economic, racial and political turmoil, Guyana’s poets, painters and musicians are creating epic, 
bravura displays of resilience, vitality and cultural memory. If not for the accident of history, I imagine these artists would get 
the kind of resources, support and recognition that are rightfully lavished upon the nominees of the Man Booker Prize. 
 

So, by all means, let’s celebrate the literary excellence achieved by George Saunders and all the nominees of this year’s Man 
Booker Prize. As we do, let’s recognize the people who have paid its price. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/17/opinion/man-booker-bad-history.html 
 

This essay is adapted from “A Mouth is Always Muzzled: Six Dissidents, Five Continents and the Art of Resistance” by Natalie Hopkinson, forthcoming on The 
New Press, Feb. 2018 and a link to it on Amazon. https://www.amazon.com/Mouth-Always-Muzzled-Dissidents-Continents-ebook/dp/B01N7YIVHJ  

Natalie Hopkinson, Ph.D. is a writer whose work explores the arts, public policy and cultural identity. She is a fellow of the 
Interactivity Foundation and an assistant professor in Howard University’s graduate program in Communication, Culture and 
Media Studies. A former staff writer, editor and culture critic at the Washington Post and The Root, she is the author of two 
critically acclaimed books: Go-Go Live (Duke University Press), and Deconstructing Tyrone (Cleis Press; with co-author 
Natalie Y. Moore). A Mouth is Always Muzzled, her third book of essays on culture, will be published in 2017 by The New 
Press. She is co-founder with Marita Golden of the Women Writers of Color brunch group established in 2012 and currently 
serves on the board of directors for the Hurston/Wright Foundation. She is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Howard University, 
where she earned her B.A. in political science, and the University of Maryland-College Park, where she earned M.A. and 
Ph.D in journalism and public communication. She lives with her family in Washington, D.C.  
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Honouring Indian Soldiers who served in World War 1:  
FRANCE and INDIA - FREEDOM and LIBERTY by Ragini Arasen 

 
Around 1.3 million soldiers from India participated in the World War I (1914-1918). Among them, 140,000 Indian soldiers 
were sent to France. They were Sikhs, Punjabis and Gurkhas who came to strengthen the British army to defend 
freedom and liberty in France against invasion.  They were soldiers from different ethnic, linguistic and religious 
backgrounds. The Indians troops were mobilized on August 8, 1914 at the request of London without even getting any 
approval from the parliament of New Delhi. At that time, India was under British rule. 

 

 

The Indian soldiers left the port of Bombay and landed at Marseille in France on September 26, 1914. They were 
immediately sent on the North front so as to help the French and Belgian soldiers to fight against the Germans. They 
were dressed in simple light cottons uniforms, which were far too light to face the extreme winter of North of France. 
They were having frozen feet, pneumonia and life in the muddy trenches was very hard to bear for the Indians who were 
not used to this climate. In 1914 and 1915, the Indian soldiers were engaged in the various fights. At Neuve Chapelle, 
Lavantie and Givenchy, they helped in the British offensive against the Germans. The Indian troops suffered a lot and 
only during that period 4047 Indians were recorded in the British casualty sheet.  This tragedy and sacrifice of these 
soldiers is well related in a film “Farewell My Indian Soldier“of an Indian filmmaker and novelist based in Paris, Vijay 
Singh. The soldiers wrote about their experiences in around 600 letters when they were in hospitals, records of which 
are maintained in the Haryana Academy of Art and Culture. "Soldiers used to send one rupee from their monthly salary 
to the academy, which went towards education of students," says the filmmaker. 
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As World War I was coming to its end, the Indian soldiers participated in the procession of the Bastille Day on July 14, 
1916 in Paris. 

On October 07, 1927, The Memorial of Neuve Chapelle was inaugurated in the presence of Marshal Ferdinand Foch to 
honor the memory of Indian soldiers who died in France during World War I. On a wall, 4847 names of the soldiers are 
engraved, in alphabetical order and by combat unit. In the center of the memorial, one can read “In honor of the Indian 
Army who fought in France and Belgium, 1914-1918, and to perpetuate the memory of the soldiers whose names are 
engraved here.” 

On April 11, 2015, Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was the first and only Indian Prime Minister to have 
travelled to the memorial of Neuve-Chapelle to pay tribute to the 10 000 brave Indian soldiers who died during the First 
World War and who never returned back to their home. “I am honoured to pay homage to the Indian soldiers here at the 
Indian Memorial at Neuve Chappelle. Our soldiers who fought in foreign lands in the Great War, have won the 
admiration of the world for dedication, loyalty, courage and sacrifice. I salute them. ” said PM Modi. 

 

 
 

Indian Prime Minister ShriNarendra Modi at Neuve 
Chapelle Memorial 

 

H.E. Ambassador of India to France, Hon. Vinay 
Kwatra and Sous-Prefet 

The Ambassador of India, his Excellency Mohan Kwatra and the sous-prefet paying tribute to Chunki Soren, an Indian 
soldier of the 34th Division who died on 10 September 1917. Many of the Indian soldiers who fell 100 years ago in the 
WWI remain missing. Every time, one of their bodies is found on the French soil, then a ceremony is organized to pay 
military tribute to him.  

 
 

Mrs Khosla, Indian Soldier, Nisha Dhingra and Taniga Samarassame, 
IDC France official 

On the November 12, 2017, members of the Indian 
Diaspora Council International (IDC) France under 
the leadership of Mr Taniga Samarassame attended 
a wreath laying ceremony at Neuve Chapelle and to 
pay homage to 2 Indian Soldiers whose bodies were 
found after 100 years. The soldiers belonged to the 
Garhwal Rifles regiment of the Himalayan region. 
This regiment lost nearly 700 soldiers during World 
War I. 
 

World War I (1914-1918) ended at 11 a.m. on 11 
November 1918 with the signing of the armistice 
between the Allies and Germany. It established the 
reputation of Indian soldiers for their bravery, 
courage and sacrifice. 
 

 

Ragini Arasen is Indian Diaspora Council Coordinator, France and contributing editor IDC Journal Newsletter. 
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Welcome to  RECENT IDC LIFE MEMBERS 
 
 
Name: Boysie Siew 
Country of Birth: Trinidad & Tobago 
Residences: USA, Caribbean 
Position: Business Entrepreneur 
Supporter: Philanthropist, Advocacy 
Focus: Economic Empowerment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: Brian Ramphal 
Country of Birth: Guyana 
Residence: USA 
Position: CEO, Zonic Design & Imaging 
Focus: Investments, Software & Marketing  
 
 
 
 
Name: Deo Gosine 
Country of Birth: Trinidad & Tobago 
Residences: Trinidad & Tobago, USA 
Position: Founder, Labidco Port Services 
Interests: Philanthropy, advocacy, economic empowerment 
IDC: Chair, IDC Business Forum & 
         IDC Country Coordinator, Trinidad & Tobago 
 
 
 
 
In welcoming recent life members, IDC International president Ashook Ramsaran stated that, “We place high value in 
your positions as pioneers, entrepreneurs, advocates and philanthropists in the Caribbean region and globally. We 
are appreciative of your interest and commitment to IDC and we welcome your membership in IDC. We look forward 
to your participation and support of IDC’s events and activities, locally, regionally and at the international levels as 
IDC continues its efforts to expand in its outreach to connect persons of Indian origin globally”. 
  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Indian Diaspora Council, Inc. 
Membership Application Form 

 

Name: _________________________________________________  Title:  __________________________ 
 
Company or Organization (Optional):________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________ State/Province ____________________Postal Code________________ 
 
Country ______________________Tel (H) _______________________Tel (W)_____________________ 

 
E-mail:________________________________________ Cell/Mobile _____________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________     ___________________________________ 
    
 

Annual Fee - Individual:  $25. USD     Annual Fee Student: $15. USD. 
 

Life Membership – Individual:  $500. USD     Life Membership – Student:  $250. USD  
 

Annual Fee-Organization:  $100. USD.    Life Membership – Organization:  $500. USD 
 

Payment options (All checks and funds transmittals payable to Indian Diaspora Council, Inc):  

 By check and mail to: Indian Diaspora Council, Inc. PO Box 650523   New York   11365   USA 

 On-line at www.IndianDiasporaCouncil/Membership.  

 Email completed form to Membership@IndianDiasporaCouncil.org   
 

Declaration: Applicant declares that she/he is of good moral character and agrees to comply with all Indian 

Diaspora Council bylaws, policies and procedures which are current and revised from time to time, and to 

use. Applicant agrees not make public any information with regard to the internal matters of the Indian 

Diaspora Council which is confidential to members. Applicant agrees that all members are volunteers and 

their services to Indian Diaspora Council or any of its affiliates are on a voluntary basis and that no member 

can commit Indian Diaspora Council or its affiliates to any project or financial obligation without express 

Indian Diaspora Council authorization in advance.  
 

Approval: Application subject to review and approval by Indian Diaspora Council. Membership privileges 

and voting rights to be effective immediately upon approval by Indian Diaspora Council. 

 
________________________________________  _______________________  
Signature of Applicant      Date 
 
________________________________________  _______________________  ________ 
Approval by          Date    Member #  
(Indian Diaspora Council, Inc.) 
 

Indian Diaspora Council, Inc. is a registered secular and non-political non-profit organization in USA. 
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