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USA PRESIDENT JOSEPH BIDEN PROCLAIMS JUNE AS IMMIGRANT MONTH 
 

Statement by USA President Joseph Biden proclaiming June as Immigrant Month: 

“America is more than a place; it is an idea.  It is the idea that everyone is created equal and deserves to be treated 

equally throughout their lives and that everyone should have a fair shot and an equal chance to get ahead.  That is what 

has drawn people to our shores for centuries.  It is what makes us who we are.  And that very idea of America has been 

advanced by immigrants from every part of the world — my ancestors and yours.  Their dreams built America, and 

during National Immigrant Heritage Month, we celebrate their courage. 
 

“The First Lady and I are proud descendants of immigrants — the Giacoppas, from the northeast corner of Sicily in 

Italy, and the Finnegans of County Louth and the Blewitts of County Mayo in Ireland.  Vice President Harris was born 

in Oakland, California, to parents who emigrated from India and Jamaica.  Like so many who still come here seeking a 

better future, our parents and great-grandparents could not be sure what life would bring. But they had faith that, for 

their children and grandchildren, anything would be possible in America.  And they were right. 
 

“Many families also came to America in search of a better future and the promise of the American Dream, and each 

wave of newcomers brings energy and new ideas to move our Nation forward.  Today, one third of our doctors and 

nearly three quarters of our farmworkers are immigrants, and so many more are essential workers, first responders, and 

military service members.  Immigrants own approximately one in five businesses, create millions of jobs, pay 

hundreds of billions in taxes, and spend even more on American goods.  Almost half of all Fortune 500 companies 

were started by immigrants or their kids. Immigrants help strengthen our diplomatic and people-to-people ties around 

the world.  It’s simple:  immigrants keep our Nation strong and our economy growing. 
 

“Immigration has always been essential to America, and this month, we reflect on the strength and spirit of immigrants 

that have been passed down through families and infused in our Nation.  This spring, I had the chance to travel back to 

Ireland, to walk the ground my ancestors walked, and to celebrate the bonds that connect us still.  Over the years, 

stories of that place have become part of my soul.  I stood beside a cathedral built of bricks that my great-great-great-

grandfather supplied.  I imagined his son bringing his family across the ocean during the famine of 1850, leaving all 

they had known for hope on a distant shore.  I remembered stories of his son — my great-grandfather — who kept 

those roots alive in Scranton, helping to found the Irish American Association, chairing the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 

and passing that pride on to his granddaughter — my mom.  It is a pride that speaks to the history and the values that 

bind us:  immigrant values of hard work, dignity, and respect that I have tried to pass on to my own children and 

grandchildren. 
 

“Most Americans have their own version of that same story:  ancestors who overcame incredible odds to build new 

lives in this promised land and contribute to the fabric of our Nation.  And we see those same values alive at the White 

House every time we celebrate our proud immigrant communities, whose holidays and rich cultures give new life to 

our Nation — including Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights; Eid, the feast ending Ramadan; Greek Independence Day, 

a celebration of freedom and democracy; and the Lunar New Year, a festivity committing to new beginnings.  We see 

that spirit of hope at every naturalization ceremony, when we celebrate the journey completed by millions of people 

whose courage and commitment have earned them a title that is equal to that of President in our democracy — the title 

of “citizen.”  This month, we honor our ancestors by working to keep the torch of liberty lit and held high. 
 

“NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2023 as National 

Immigrant Heritage Month.  I call upon the people of the United States to learn more about the history of our Nation’s 

diverse and varied immigrant communities and to observe this month with appropriate programming and activities that 

remind us of the values of diversity, equity, and inclusion”. 
 

The Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC) wholeheartedly welcomes this Proclamation. IDC advocates for 

social justice for all Americans, inclusive of immigrants who are an essential part of the fabric of America.   
 

For more information contact: Ashook Ramsaran at AshookRamsaran@gmail.com   Mobile (USA) +1 917 519 5783 

Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC), established in 1997, is an international non-profit organization with global affiliates and 

membership in 21 countries with the objective to embrace, engage and enhance the shared heritage, aspirations and interests of persons of 

Indian origin with optimum inclusivity. 
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